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WALYSIS OF THE WORLL'S CATEST HEWS

All That Happened of General Interest Last Week Rapidly
Sketched in Precise and Illuminating Fashion.

NOTE—This feature. preserved, will :nake a valuable work of reference.
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(By Universml News Anpalysis)

Yacation scekers of rest and pleasure
who might have spent the week beyond
the reach of newspapers would not find
themselves appreciably out of touch with
the larger trend of human affairs when
they returned from the wilds to thelr
accustomed occupations.

Of course the ysual number of columns
have heen printed and a great mass of
happenings of considerable interest has
been reported, local news figuring more
prominently. But so far as the general
face of the world i8 considered, the re-
viewer finds the net result ail but nil
This is a fact of great interest and sig-
nificance in jtseif. It does not imply that
the great issues of natienal and world
politics have disappeared, that the indus-
trial armies and their captains have be-
come idle have caught the general
strike fever or that the leaders of sci-
ence and sociology have quit the chase
for eternal truth. The economlc struggle
goes on ceaselessly and vast forces are
at work ever, but at this season ot great-
est heat a certain relaxation is likely to
affect the mind of man and to result in &
minimum of decisive évents to be re-
corded.

or
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Executive.

After having named a large number of
census supervisors, President Taft issued
an order against their taking part in
political activities except to vote, and di-
recting Secretary of Commerce and Labor
Nagel to dismiss any ‘L’u;wr\'isnr or enum-

erator who serves on any poiitical com- |

mittee, makes speeches, or sollcits votes
for a candidate. The work of the super-
visors will begin about the middie of Oc-
tober, and that will give them about six
months in which to get in touch with the
problem before the actual count begins
on April 15 next. The pay of the super-
visors for the elght or ten months of
their service will average $2,000,

It is understood that the Navy Depart-
ment of the government will soon adver-
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tise for bids for two aeroplanes, to form
the nucleus of an aerial squadron. The
specifications will regulre . a machine
which will rise frony and alight on the
water It will have tg. bhe able to re-
main in the air for four hours, carrying
two passengers, and have a speed of
forty miles an hour. The two aeroplanes
are to be used for scouting purposes, and
will not undertake to carry weapons or |

ammunition. They would be attached to
the scout cruisers.

|
To commemorate the Hudson-Fulton
celebration at New' York next month, |
Postmaster General Hitchcock has or-

dered the Bureau of Engraving and Pri
ing 2-cent stamps,
to be

Secretary Agriculture Wilson's an-
nual report, made public Wednesday,
shows that the total farm value of t

to issue 50,000,000 new

ready for sale by September 20

of

1e

crops produced in this country last yeas
was SL7TR000000. This was a gain of
£290,000,000 over the total farm value of
the crops for 187 and $3,061,000000 above
the census total of crop values in 1890,
At t) wad of the crop list stands corn,
which last year was worth $1, 615,000,000
For the first time the value of cotton ex-
ceeded that of hay.
L - - »
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Political.
National Monetary Commission

Congress last year, under the
currency reform law, was in session in
the Plaza Hotel, New York, last Mon-
day and Tue with Senator Aldrich

presiding. While no formal repert on Its
findings is expected before {ts next meet-
ing October, it

conversation

in Washington

in
private

was
with
hecome

favor of the central bank plan

gathered from

that the commisgion i

member
in

A unit

as a result of a close examination of that
as employed in European countries
visits of two Cabiner officers at

e of President Taft have
i@ reporgy that a plan
general revision of the Fed-
laws. The original draft
[ the Jaws to prevent trade restraint will

afoot for the
eral

corporation

be intrusted to a “law commission’” com-
posed of the two Cabinet officers con-
sulted, N and Wickersham, together
with Solicitor General Bowers, Repre-
sentative Townsend, and Commerce Com-
missioners Knapp and Prouty. This com-
mission wlll begin work soon at New
York., One effect of the new programme

I= Jikely to be the jimiting of the powers
of Interstate Commerce Commission
to that of a purely judicial body.

Fifteen of the so-called twenty-one wat
counties South Carolina voted on
Tuesday to do away with the dispensary
system in favor of straight prohibition.
The dispensary was petained in Charles-
ton

At Des Moines on August 14 Wiiam J.
Bryan for the first time gave to the press
a signed statement expressing his view
of the new tariff law and its Republican
framers. He says that “the Aldrich bill
is a consummate fraud, deliberately
planned and boldly executed.”

L I

Scientific.

Capt. Rowland Webster, of the- Royal
Geographic Soclety, has been commis-
sloned by that eminent body to continue
the work of Lieut. Shackleton in the
antarctic regions, and to utilize a com-
bination of airship and balloon in trying
to reach the south pole. Webster is a
famoug globe trotter, having traveled
twenty-four times around the world and
made fourteen trips to Africa. While in
Washington a few days ago, on his way
to London, Capt. Webster sald he ex-
pected the new expedition would start
about one year hence.

Prof. Henri Poincare, in a recent lee-
ture at Paris before the Association for
the Advancement of Science, announeced
that sclentists now question one of New-
ton's fundamental laws of mechanics,
namely, that if a certain force acts on a
moving body for one second, it commu-
nicates a certain speed, and that {f ft
acts for another second, it gives a new
increase equal to the first, and so on.
The critics now say that the increase in
the speed during the second period s
less than that given In the first, still less
in the third, and so on. Hence thers is
& limit to the speed that can be produced,
apd that this limit {s the speed of light,
from which they argue that the mass
of a material body {8 not constant, but
increases with the body's speed. One of
the rays latterly observed in connection
with radium {s believed to offer proot of
the new theory.

Fifty-six of the leading men among the
'striking tinworkers employed by the
American Sheet and Tin Plate Company
at New Castle, Pa., have been named
as defendants in a suit brought by the
company In the Federal Circult Court
at Pittsburg, to recover 3$200,000 damages
on account of the strike against the
open-ghop rule. The company holds that
its plant, worth 310,000,000, is forced into
idleness by the strike.

Under a strong military guard, import-
ed nonunfon mern hkad begun work on
the Canadian Pacific Rallway docks at
Fort Willlam, Ontario, during the past

the
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and boats were able to load and
get away. An ugly feeling prevailed
among the 300 strikers and their friends,
and more bloodshed wasg feared at any
time.

That the Wright brothers, aeroplane
inventors, regard the Curtlss machine as
an infringement on their patents became
evident on Thursday at New York, when
a suit was begun in the Circuit Court
against the Aeronautic Soclety to re-
strain it from exhibiting the machine it
kad bought from the Herring-Curtiss
Company and from Glenn H. Curtiss. In
reply the defendant company avers that
the patents referred to are old and free
to all comers.
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Commercial and Industrial.

At McKee's Rocks, near Pittsburg,
where the big plant of the Pressed Steel
Car Company has been idle for over five
weeks on account of the strike of the
employes for better conditiens and bet-
ter pay, the company has made strenuous
efforts to get things going, with the help
of several hundred strike breakers im-
ported from other clties, but not with
much success.

The strikers have been on the alert
night and day In relays, using every
means in their power to prevent the ap-
proach of the breakers. Two train loads
of new men were taken into the works,
where lodgings are provided, but many of
these men desarted when they found the
conditions of their employment meant
virtual imprisonment. - Later in the week,
when the company tried to bring in
more men by water, the steamboat was
fired on by a mob and compelled to re-
treat before the mob was dispersed by
the police, Then the crew of the steam-
boat went on strike, for fear of being
shot, Several clashes occurred in the
streets between sirikers and breakers.
The sheriff, with the aid of men em-
ployed by the company, completed the
evictions of strikers from the company
houses '

At Kenosha, Wis, papers have beeén
filed showing that the poygler miils of the
Lafiin-Rand Company, fch are scate
tered in various sectiong of the country,
have passed to the control of the powder
trust owned by the Du Ponts. The

{ price paid was about $2,200,000.

Cincinnati, Hamilton and Dayton
Railroad passed from the hands of the

The

receivership in which it Mad lain for
fc vears, into those of the Baltimore
Ohio Railroad officials, Thursday.

board of directors and officers had

chosen the day before, President
ray, of the Baltimore and Ohio, being
chairman of the board, and
residency being given to Willlam Cotter
of Detroit, now president of the Pere
Marquette. On the same day in London
$10,000,000 4-per cent bonds for four years
guaranteed by the Baltimore and Ohio,
were placed.

The Department of Agriculture has
published a statement showing that this
year's harvest in Europe will be larger
than those of the last two seasons, not-
withstanding that in central Europe the
wheat crop will be 30,000,000 bushels be-
that of last vear.
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Foreign.

Two states of the so-called Mexican re-
public, namely, Coahuila and Nuevo
Leon, have now been placed under mili-
tary authority of Gen. Geronimo Trevino
with headquarters at Monterey. This
order has given to the world the open ad-
mission of the Diaz government that a
s disaffection exists in that section
the republic. The military rule of
these frontier states is still contingent
upon the action of the legislature, in
choosing successors to their respective
governors, who were removed from office
by President Diaz,

In offices of the foreign board at
Pekin Tuesday, the American share in

proposed Chinese rallroad loan was
definitely settled. The loan is to be in-
creased from $27,500,000 to $30,600.000 and of
the latter amount the American bhankers
are to get one-fourth, the rest being di-
vided equally among the British, French,
and German interests. Americans also
are to have egual opportunity to suppiy

ade

low
.

ser

the

the

| materials for the proposed lines of ralil-

| loans

and will have a half of all future
of the Sze-chuen system. In this
seétilement the American government is
pleased, not so much for the money in-

road

:\Avh'vd as in the principle and precedent

thus laid down for all time,

As might have been expected, the
Chinese government has virtually come
to terms—to the Japanese terms—by

agreeing tpo “‘afford Japan every assist-
ance in the reconstruction of the railroad
from Antung to Mukden.” A memorandum
to this effect was signed at Mukden
Thursday by representatives of the two
governments.

Dispatches from Stockholm Tuesday
told of the fallure of the leaders of the
sxeneral strike to get the raliroad em-
ployes to join in the movement. The
railroad men, while refusing to strike, ex-
pressed their sympathy in the purposes
of the strike.

«ithout a dlissenting voice the British
Parliament has passed the government's
proposal to appropriate $390,000 for the
development of aerial war vessels.

The outcome of the recent imperial con-
ferences In London on the defenses of the
empire is the agreement of the particl-
pants representing the colonies to have
the training and equipment of the vari-
ous colenial armies made identical. with
that of the home regulars. Military col-
leges are to be established and there will
be a continucus Interchange of officers
so as to give the entire force a sense of
unity and homogeneity.

President Diaz, of Mexico, has sent
through the State Department his accept-
ance of the freedom of the city offered
by Mayor Sweeny, of El Pasgo, Tex., on
October 16, when the Mexican executive
i3 to meet President Taft.

LA I
Educational.
The trustees of Colgate University,

Hamilton, N. Y., Wednesday elected El-
mer B. Bryan president to fill the va-
cancy caused by the death of President
Merrill, Mr. Bryan has been president
of Franklin College, Indiana, since 1906.

Princeton Unlversity has just become
thc chief beneficlary under the will of
the late Cornelius C. Cuyler, & wealthy
New York financier, who was killed re-
cently while motoring in France. Upon
the death of his widow several millions
will go to Princeton, but $100,000 Is at
once made avallable to commemorate his
father, Theodore Cuyler.

L A

Miscellaneous.

At Newport, Ark., Wednesday, Prosecut-
ing Attorney Jeffery filed suits against
sixty-five fire insurance companies doing
business in the State, charging trade con-
Isplra.v:ies in violation of the anti-trust
aw and askin alties al
gl g pen aggregating
In the presence of 10,000 spectators, as-
sembled to see the dedication of the new
motor speedway at Indianapolis, Thurs-
day, two men.were killed during the 250-
mile race for the Prest-O-Lite trophy of
$1,000. The victims were Willilam A.
Bourque, driver of the Knox car, and his
mechaniclan, Harry Holcomb, While un-
der high speed the car suddenly swerved
from the tract and plunged through the

the |

|

|

fence to destruction. At the moment the
driver turned his head to look back he
lost control of the racer.

Yesterday afternoon three spectators
were killed on the Speedway as the au-
tomobile driven by Mertz crashed through
the fence.

Word from Hammerfest, Norway,
yesterday wag to the effect that Walter
Wellman, who salled for the north pole
in his dirigible balloon from Spltzbergen
on Monday with favorable winds, had
landed after going only thirty miles. His
balloon proved unequal to the task, al-
though Mr. Wellman was confident of its
strength.

STRIKES PAY DIRT.

Truck Gardener Sells Pateh for
$285,000 to Syndicate.
Spokane, Wash., Aug. 21.—Josgph Eakin,
a pioneer market gardener of Idaho, and
former sheriff of Nez Perces County, liv-
ing in the Upper Salmon River country,
and hig wife, have come into their own
and will be able to pass the rest of thelr
days in peace and cqmfort. Eakin has
Just sold his truck patch of fifteen acres
% a syndicate of Eastern capitalist for
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$28,000, and placer mining operations for}

gold will be carriedgn there In the future.

Eakin discovered the yellow dust In his
garden on the river bar some time ago,
but was not able to develop the property
owing to the great expense of installing
the necessary machinery., The syndicate
has sunk several shafts to
is preparing to install hydraulic appa-
ratus. The property is in one of the most
isolated parts of the upper country, but
there is reason to believe that with the
development of the mine there will be
much activity in the future.

Until a short time ago Mrs, Eakin did
not se» the face of a white woman but
now she will be able to travel and visit
the larger cities.
the early settlers on the Lewiston flats,

THE NICKEL NECESSARY COIN.

Without It Many Small Articles
Wounld Jump in Price,
From the Milwaukee Sentinel

If the government should discontinue
the coinage of nickels and call In those
in elrculation it would make it necessary
to revolutionize the present car fare sys-
tem, the telephone pay system, and would
make changes in the price of practically
every small article,

The government could better afford to
quit coining most any other then
the nickel, according to Henry Kloea,
cashier of the First Natlonal Bank. In
the opinion of Mr. Kloes there are com-
paratively more nickels coined than any
other piece, and the government
no more do away with them than it could
with dollar bills

There are hundreds of thousands of five
cent pleces lost every year, he says, this
being responsible for the unusually large
coinage of this particular piece,

It has been sald that if it were not for
the street cars the nickel as a coin would
soon hecome extinet. This is not so, says
Mr. Kloes. The department stores take
in nearly as many nickels during a day
as the street car companies.

If the nickel were abolished a new sys-
tem of car fare would have to be adopted.
Nickel shoe shining parlors would be put
out of business, and the telephone com-
panies would have to change the price of
“eity calls.™

Beer, soda water, ice cream, and
articles would immediately jump in price,
and the cost of living would be materially
increased. '

“There has practically been nothing
done to diminish the need of the nickel.”
sald Mr. Kloes, “except that slot machines
are being abolished. They used many,
but If every machine was wiped out the
effect would be hardly noticeable, There
is no dgnger that Uncle Sam will guit
coining nickels.
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BIGGEST OF ALL MACKERELS.

Purchaser Refnses Ten-dollay Offer
for an Eight-pounder,
Boston, Mass,, Aug. 7.—Until a tew days
ago a mackerel that exceeded four pounds
in wlight was considered something ve-

| markable, byt when Capt. Rufus McKay,

of the seiner Speculater, showed one he
had taken in the catch he brought to T
wharf there was a change of opinion, and
the ordinary large mackerel looked ltke &
canuer in comparison.

Capt. McKay had been seining on the
Rips and had taken some pretty big fish,
many of them weighing above four
pounds, but when the men came acress
the real big one thé crew stopped work
for a time to get a look at it. The fish
was carefully lald in ice sepurate from
the others, and when the Speculator's
hatches were opened it was brought out
and shown to the dealers.

Immediately there was a struggle to get
it, and it was finally bought by Elmer
Prior for P. H. Prior, 2 T wharf, The fish
was placed on exhibition in the store and
was viewed by hundreds. It weighs eight
pounds and is twenty-nine and one-half
inches from the tip of the head to the tip
of the tail and ninetecn inches in its larg-
est circumference.

AMr. Prior was made an offer of 310 for
the fisk by a Boverly dealer, who wanted
to present it to President Taft, but he re-
fused the offer, as he intends to have it
mounted,

COTTON IN SANTO DOMINGO

Province of Monte Christi Leads in
Exporting the Staple.

Cultivation of Plant Still in Experi-
mental Stage, but It

Promises Well,

Consul Ralph J. Totten, of Puerto Plata,
believes that the island of Halti, and

| especially the Santo Domingo Republic,

will take an important place in the list
of cotton producing countries. IHe writes:

“The cultivation of cotton is still In
the experimental stage In the Dominlcan
Republic. Tree cotton is found growing
wild throughout the northern part of the
island It has rather coarse, short
fiber, but is very white, It is gathered
by the country people and used for mak-
ing pillows, mattresses, &c,

“The serious cultlvation of cotton as
an export crop has heen attempted only
in the province of Monte Cristi, In the
spring of 157 some of the more progres-
sive merchants and landowners imported
n quantity of sea-island cotton seed.
Experimental plots were planted with the
imported seed, other with the native seed,
#nd still others with both., All were fairly
successful, but the best results seem to
have been secured from the mixed seesd.

““After the first year a plant was ob-
tained that was larger and hardier than
the sea-island cotton, but a much longer
staple than the native plant. It is not an
annual, but will bear for at least three
vears with goed results The country
people are becoming interested in the
matter, and a constantly increasing acre-
age is being planted. An up-to-date cot-
ton gin has been installed by merchants
of Monte Cristi.

“In 1208 30,000

a

pounds of clean cotton

| were exported, while a conservative esti-
other |

mate gives 300,000 pounds for the crop of
198, For what has already bs=a shipped
this year they have recefved 13 cents per
pound in the English market, with the
assurance that a better price will be
paid for the next lot If a fairlv large
shipment is made. There are large areas
land {n all parts of the republic which,
although not suited to the cultivation of
tacao or any of the strictly tropical
crops, seem to be thoroughly adapted to
the raising of cotton.”
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DES. MOINES. PLAN
AFTER OKE YEAR

Encugh Improvement to
Show It Is a Suceess.

3
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GOVERNED BY TRADE BOARD

City in Capable Hands Since New

Regime Took Hold—A Surpluas In-
of the Usual Deficit—Com-
parisons the Various Depart-
mentis—Better Police Service,

stead

Des Moines, Aug. 21.—The capitai of

teresting
ernment,

in local ctelf-gov-
For more than a year past her

experiment

under a new charter, and results Indicate
that it is a vast imprcvement over the
old system of inefliclency and “graft.”

Two years ago, ,the younger
men set oue to 7 build greater Des
Molnes. These men, finding that an in-
efficient and corrupt city government was
greatly retarding the growth of the city
and the development of its commercial
interests, concelved the Ildea of working
out a charter especlally adapted to ad-
minister the public affairs of & commer-
clal center, The introduction of modern
business methods into the administration
of public affairs thelr first desire,
but they likewise to provide In-
ereased opportunities r an effective
expression of popular will,

The responsibility of administering the
public affairs of the city ig placed upon
a small governing board of flve men
elected at large, without regard to wards,
sectional or party politics, To this
governing board large and Im-
portant authority to
pass aordinances, determine the duties
and fix the saleries of city empioyes, to
create or discontinue offices, remove sub-
ordinates, and transfer employes from
one office to another; In fact, they have
all the authority, powers, and duties
formerly had by the varlous boards,
committees, and officials of the old sys-
tem. To secure simplicity the vrn.-k'n!'
the city has been divided into five depart-
ments, and to each of these departments
to assigned that member of
board best fitted for the place, and he
is made responsible for ali matters com-
ing within his jurisdiction. Thus is se-
red one of the principal features of
the p}ana‘enynilzatmn of peswer with a
definfte responsibility

Other features of the plan are:
visions making the offices
the best men of the
of ward lines;
election; protection of the right of fran-
chise; effective civil service; publicity in
all departments; right of people to vote
on all public franchises, and several
other democratic features, including the
initiative, referendum, and recall. These
varjous features, combined into a single,
| practicai system, have appealed to many
l:L< making a remarkably strong scheme
of government, &and in which the
rights of the people are fully protected.

The Main Idea.
The wisdom of centralizing this power
in the governing board might be doubt-
ed, were it not for the various provisions
of the plan inserted for the purpose of

business

a

was
sought

e

lines
ig™given
powers, Inclvding

to

is be

o1

pro-

| attractive to

one

preventing abuse of “this power. The
theory upon which the charter was
framed was that greater effort should
be put forth In securing capable and
honest men as officials, and that then

these officials should be left free and
unhampered in their work of dispatching
the city's business so long as they per-

INTERESTING CAREER OF A GOTHAM BROKER.

DONALD PERSCH,

The young cush Lroker of New York, who was arrested an g held fn 850,000 bail for his conmneciion with the vanishing

®onds cwacd by F. Augustus Helnze, and aa illustr ated chronicle of events which led un to his arrest.

Iowa is at present conducting a most in- |

municipal affairs have been administered |

the |

community; removat |
nonpartisal primary and !

form their dutles properly; but that the
people should at all times have it with-
in thelr power to bring them to a hall.
The framers knew that the performance
of public duties must always be intrust-
ed te representatives elected py the peo-
ple, and felt that that system would be
tlhie most representgtive which guarded‘
the action of those representatives by
granting the pcople the opportunity of
placing their final approval or rejectson
upon all their actions.

The inftiative, referendum, and recall,
as provided by them in the Des Moines
{plan. gives to the people this high type
of representative government, since any
| desired leglslation can be secured and
| progress on the part of the administra-
{ tion greatly stimulated. When ordinances

t

imay be vetoed by the people, certain con-
{ tractors will ne longer be favored nor
i special privileges be granted, nor will
any O®ne have the tegmerity to bribe of-
| ficlals, for while a small body of alder-
{men may be reached by such influence,
ill would not be possible thus to Influence
a whole people,

! The plan has been in operation but one |
i_vmr, and no one would say that it has |
i

been suffictently tried to warrant a judg- !
ccess or failure
complished, even |

nen-. as to its ultimate
been

but enough h:

in these few months, lo indicate that it |
|is a decided improvement over the oid
| system, and that it ntaine at least a

suggestion for the solution of problems of
|munim,'\al government.

New Election Methods.

| The first election under the Des Moines
i plan proved beyond doubt that its method
of selecting public officlals was superior |
that in effect under the old form of !
government,
select their officials under the old sys-
tem, limited of
dates none of whom was desirable,

voters of Des Moines were permitted
choose their first
list of fifty-two men, many
citizens of recognized

highest Integrity With
jmm-ed, the corrupt element of
{ found it impossible to
| tion of a Democratic mayvor in

to

AS
candl-
the
to
from a
of whom were
ility and the
lines
the

control the

from a number

commissioners

ab

ward re-
eity
elec- |

a strongly

Republican city Candidates hesitated,
because of those provisions vhibiting
the giving of any reward for pol serv- |
ices, to do more than advise the voters
lof their peculiar fitress {or the office,
leaving the voters free¢ to exercise their |
j choice at the ejection.

| With wand politice the worst sections |
| of the city have been able to elect cor- |
flrur.»( men to the council; with party pol- |

their

of

itics party leaders have ofter
!pﬂmh al debts by pulting poll
mediocre ability inte city
ald of money and other o«
incapable and dishonest
cured entrance to
i der the Des Moines pl
been removed, party
{and the use of money and
ods made penit
is difficult, if not imposs h
ficient and corrupt ire a fellowing
from the city at large strong enough to
elect them commissloners,
In March, 138 A J. Mathis was elected
mayor, and John MacVicar, Charles W
Schramm, John L. Hamery, and J. W
ley Ash were elected commissioners! Mr. |
Mathis is Democrat politicaily, was }
formerly engaged in the r=al estate busi-
ness, and at time held the office of
police judge. MacVicar, superintend- |
ent of the de

the

he i

to se

a

one

Mr

lic improvements, served his city twice
as mayor under the oid system, and is|
secretary of the League of American
Municipalities. Charles W. Schram

superintendent of accounts and
was previously the assessor
a spleadid record. John L.

perintendent of public
once an alderman under the old
having been elected
He is a union labor man j eyman
painter. J. Wesley Ash, iperintendent
of parks and public property, was once a
a union labor leader, formerly
union labor

an
Hamery,
instruction, was
system,

ticket. |

a refo

on

a
sL

coal miner,

deputy sheriff, and elected |
support. At this first zlection, no tend-
ency was indicated to choose the com-

|

missioners from any section of the city, |

or from any profession or class.
What Has Been Done,
These five

men toock up their duties in

their

pleted the first half of two-year
term. Bankrupt and unsatisfactory con-

ditions, left by the old administration,
handicapped the new government from
the beginning. But these men have ap-

plied themselves earnestly to their work

Many accomplishments stand to their
credit.

With the departinent of streets and
public improvements Test the responsi-|
bility of superintending all the public|
improvements of the city During wa
year ended last April this department
constructed over $550,000 worth of im-

provements, in the way of bridges, sew-|
ers, paving, curbing, &c, This work has
been done promptly, economically, sys-|
tematically, and at a great saving to
property owners. The superintendent has ]
held the contractors to a reasonable |
compliance with the provisions their |
contracts. Instead of allowing the sub- |
stitution of & grade of m ial inferior |
to that specified in the c act, he h"‘si
refused to accept work that did not com- l
pl7 with the requirements. An example |
of this may be seen on the contract for |
the paving of Twelfth street, .':erp{
three different

of

lots of brick blocks were |

laid bhefore the pavement was finally ac-

cepted; the difficulty being that the ma-

terial used was not up to specifications.
Police and Parks,

Upon the department of public safety
rests the responsibility of policing the
fifty-four square miles of territory within
the city limits; of protecting the health
of the 100,000 people who live within her
borders, and of provinding adequate fire
protection for $80,000,000 of property.

In this department we find a complete
reorganization of the® police force, The
chief is a man of seventeen years' ex-
perience in the ranks, and his influencs
is already being seen in the increased ef-
ficiency of the force. As fast as possible
those policemen who are polftically in-
clined are bheing removed and replaced
by young and trustworthy citizens. They
are heat, clean, courteous, and do not|
hang around the saloons as did many un-
der the old system. A school of instruc-
tion has been organized for the benefit

!
|
|
i
|
{

pressed. The ‘““Red Light” district of!
Des Moines has been cleaned out; “bond |
sharks,” who took from poor unortu-
nates thousands of dollars of “blood |
money,” have bzen forced to quit. The |
wholesome effect upon the moral life of |
the community is reedily seen from the |
reports of the police and health depar(~j
ments. |
The police department was managed |
last year for $5,000 less than was used
the year previous, while the health de-
partment was supported at $1,400 less.
The city of Des Moines has a number
of large and beautiful parks, covering in
all about 80 acres of wooded land, Dur-
ing the past year the suverintendent of
parks and public property has Kept them

vear shows that he has bheen able to do
the work for $8,000 less than was re-
quired by the park board under the oid
system. In addition to his work on the
parks and golf links, he has had the care
of some $20,000 worth of personal prop-
erty belonging to the city, and over,
$1,500,000 worth of city realty. -’

Thus far no ordinances have been in-
ftiated or protested under the provisions
of the inftiatlve and referendum, nor
have any of the commissioners been re-
called. And in ail probability it will sel-
dom be necessary for the people to put
these features into actual operation. The
mere existence of these provisions, with
the possibility of using them, has already
had a salutary effect upon the people of

Instead of being required tc | °

| few months
| to be exchanged for new ones has been

tment of streets and pub- |
| hesitate
| notes and demand new ones.

| these
tare still fit for circulation

{ entirely

April, 1908, and so have more than com- |
{ they are further pushed under a knife,

in excellent condition. His report for the |

the city, as well as vpon ti:eir officlals.
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Government Destroys Worn-
out Money in Quantity.

PEOPLE WANT CRISP NOTES

Treasurer Treat Says Large Amount
Destroyed Last Year, $640,000,000,
Indicates Nation Is Enjoying Great
Prosperity—Some Light on Legal
Tender and Hiding of Money.

“The redemption of worn out paper
money i& now averaging $1,000,000 a day.
uring the last fiscal year the govern-
ment redeemed and destroyved the enor-
mous total of $840,000,000, which Is easily
largest amount redeemed In any sin-
wear. These figures show that there
is great actlvity in business circles
throughoetit the country.”

The foregoing statement was made re-
cently by United States Treasurer Charles
Treat. He says that one of the best
-ometers of the state of national pros-
perity is to be found in the daily report
¢ e redemption division of the Treas-
Nhen trade is brisk

Depar tment.

;n rough the ecountry and people are buy-

ing and merchants are selling, the me-
dlum of circulation passes rapidly from
hand to hand. Wien paper money, worn
cut and ragged by rough 1sage, finds its
way to the Treasury for redemption it is
an unfailing sign that times are good.
All have been broken in
the emption division the last
The value of bills turned in

past records

ré during

running over $2,000000 a day for a long
About six years ago the daily re-
than a million dol-
at yolume of worn out bllls
nations of $1 and $2. The
wess is further shown by
the frequent requests for redemption of
$; and 310 notes with ones. During the
last six years there has been an increase
of # per cent in the total number of §1
bills In circulation.

People Fasxtidlous as to Money.

*“The peopls of the United States,” said
a Treasury official, “are growing more
fastidious every in the matter of
They have graduaily be-
to crisp bank
or Treasury certificates and do not
to handle soiled and dirty looking
money, The gov-
ernment has encouraged this tendency to
demand clean notes.

“A big money factory is maintained
here for the purpose of renewins the .«':,‘«

period.
demptions
lars. TI
are In

activit

were less

der

of bus

year

Fr money

&

e accustomed fresh,

care
suggestive of microbes,

ply and it costs very little for banks to
get it. The only charge for the exchange

is 40 cents per $1,000 for transportation.
1 banks have learned that their cus-
ners like clean money and they do not
to return crumpled and worn
It is a rars
department to send back
a statement that they
The average
ar of a $1 Treasury certificate is four
months. Formerly a note would s
for three four years. Roughly
e body of the circulation is
renewed every two and a half

thing for the

notegs with

w
teen
out

speaking,

or

years.,

The business of redeeming paper mcney
bas grown to such proportions that the
government recently found it necessary
to improve its machinery for destroying
notes. For more than half a century pa-
per money for redemption was destroyed
by being cut in two by a glant steel blade
operated by a strong-arm employe. Now
he notes are mutilated, first, by an elec-
rical punch which puts four holes in
each bundle of stacked up bills. Then

also operated by electricity, which deftly
cuts them longitudinally through the mid-
Between o0 and 1,200,000 individo-
notes are thus destroyved every day.
What Is Legnl Tender?
“I venture that not one banker
in a hundred and not a single member of
or House can tell you

dle
al

to say

the Senate accu-

rately what parts of the United States
currency are legal tender and what are
not lega! tender,”” was the surprising

statement of a Treasury official. *“Learn-
ed Senators who are devising a new cur-
rency system would have to resort to tha
laws find just exactly
what {s meant by this term.

“Gold certificates are not a legal tender,
but are receivable for customs, taxes, and
all pubilc debts. Silver certificates are
not a legal tender. Neither are national
bank notes. They are receivabie, how-
ever, in payment of taxes, excises, publlic
lands, and all other dues to the United
States, except duties on imports. Trdde
dcllars and fractional currency are not

in order to out

legal tender. Fractional currency is re-
ceivable for postage and revenue stamps,

and 2lso in pavment of sny dues to the
United States lessithan $5, except duties
on imports. Foreign gold and silver coins
are not legal tender.

“The following are legal tender in all
that the term means: Gold colns of the
United States, standard silver dollars,
subsidiary silver coins, minor coin of
copper, bronze, or copper-nickel up to I
cents; United States notes or greenbacks,
demand Treasury notes, Treasury notes
of 188, Columbian half dollar and Colum-
blan quarters. Subsidiary silver coin, in-
cluding Columbian half dollars and quar-
ters, are legal tender up to $10.”

Hiding Money in Stoves,

“It is about time that the newspapers
were printing the usual warning against
hiding money in stoves and ranges,” said
F. W. Lantz chief of the redemption di-
vision of the Treasury. “Summer is the
time of year when women like to tuck
away a roll of bills in the back part of a
stove that has beéen put out of commis-
sion for the summer. If a cold day comes

of the policemen. Siot machines and | along, a servant or the absent-minded
gambling devices. which formerly ran in | owner of ilic money is apt to start a fire
open violation of law, have heen sup- | fn the stove and ‘he money goes up in

smoke.
“We have more case of burned money

sent In for redemption than any other
ciass when destruction is alleged. The

total number of cases of this character
reaches a surprising number, and I am
nocw keeping track of théem just to see
how many persons are foolish enough to
resort to this insecure method of hiding
money.

“The trick of depositing money in stoves
1z confined largely to the North and
West. The people of the South prefer to
bury their money. This probably s a
habit that was acquired during the days
of the civil war. We get many bundles
of moldy, rotted paper money sent In
from the South, where it had been buried
and forgotten.”

Consclence Stricken Marylanders,

Something happened to the conscience
of a man living at Annapolis, Md., about
six months ago. Nobody seems to know
exactly what struck the man, but every
two or three weeks he sends a $20 gold
cértificate to the Secretary of the Treas-
ury with this note: “Due to U. 8. Thers
is not another word about the missive to
irndicate the name of the sender. The en-
velope is always plain and without any
legénd save the address. The envelope,
the writing, and the inclosure are always
the same. The remitlance comes almost
with the regularity of a city tax bill. The
meney is credited to the conscious fund
and is turned into the Treasury.
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